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tion of His beauty in her, ous dim eyes gruw accustomed to guod- 
ness, oneil at Jast they can gaze lovingty upan the full splendor of 
Christ Himself, who with the Holy Spirit will lead ts to the Father 
To give Mary apostles who would en-operate in her mussion ¢i 
bringing back to Christ not only inshviduals but the very soci 
order isselé, Chaminade reeruiced sadalists consecrated to her by 
promise. “sndalist-religious” consecrated by vow atul finally rotaliy 
consecrated religious, living a community like tke that ot the pra- 
tive Cimrch by uniting harmoniously all categories of apostles— 
priests, teaching brothers, and working bruthers. 

Thus. the Marianists, having new taken their place among the 
century-old American inscitutes, stand as a living testimonial to 
the power of conserration to Mary fur the active apostolate, reiut- 
ing by theit continued existence and activity the cuntention t 
Mary's is a call only to comemplation and thereiore that Fatima is 
opposed tn the active tiie. The ideal of the Mariutusts as here set 
iorth clearly indicates that consecration tu Mary involves a con- 
remplation which springs into action, Joruing a pertect halance be- 
tween these twn complementary, tint upposerl, forms af Cheistiaa 
life, 


Fr. Chaminade saw the neressity of this consecration for the 
apostolate a hundred years before the Fatima message. Shall we 
who have heen blessed with this uew message, and with the oiracu- 
tans sea! that forms a perfect approach ta the modern materialinic 
mind, overtook its importance for Cathalic Action ? 


Turek Kxovs, $M 
Wikia Cullen UeBride High Scheat 


Sr. Laas, Missourt 


Mossiox LXTENTION 


‘The Holy Father's Missivn Tutertiuts far the manth of May, $990. is 
dirreted towards “Social Problenis in lnde.” 


“AMERICANISM” REVIEWED BY ABBE 
FELIX KLEIN 


The publication of the autobiographical volume of Abbé Felix 
Klein this year under the tie of L’duréricanisme, Cac Hirde 
Fsatome {Taris: Librairie Plon, 1949} gives us a new account of 
the most notable enntroversy in American Catholic history, Klein 
was unwittingly at the center of the controversy and tkes this 
opportunity to review the whole affair and with great satisfaction 
tomake the charges of heresy ridiculous. The controversy has two 
distinct phases, the siury of the controversy in France and the 
drange adaptation of that controversy in this country, 

There were certain tendencies in Catholicism in the United 
Sates which laid the foundation for the contraversy in this coun- 
ty. These tendencies manifested a certain progressiveness which 
could properly be calied the teal Americanism. Its manifestations 
could probably be seen in the defense of the Kuights of Labor, in 
the atiempts to work out a snlution af the Catticlic. schol question, 
'n the exchange of civilities with nun-Cathakes in the World Con- 
ycess of Religions in 1893, in the condemnation of Cakenslyism 
and ics the generat policy of Americanization under the direction of 
Cardinal Gibbons and Archbishop John Ireland. The “progres- 
ave" group of American bishops, Jed chiefly by Archbishop Ireland 
and Bishop John Keane, the first rector of the Catholic. University, 
and their friends, were filled with optimism about the future of 
Cathehcism in the United States. Nowhere was this optimism 
letter expressed than in the publications of Archbishop Ireland 
shen he spoke of “The Future of Catholics in America" and on 
“The Clurech and the Age.” For him, not only was the American 
idea’ the highest ever proposed but it would attain its fullest gioty 
when America had became Catholic. Already Catholicism was 
making great strides along this path and it was necessary that 
the Charch abandon its ofd ways of defensive action, ga into the 
cutside world, enter int the social and econamic proldems of the 
dav and show that there was no conflict hetween demactacy and 
efligion at between science and the Church, 

Rut Archbishop Treland and the Americanizing prelates had 
built npa veritable army of opposition and this opposition extended 
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beyond the seas to Rome iself. Sn this conmtry the Geri bistnps 
did not take toca well dhe rejection of the Mecnurials ni Peter Paul 
Caheusly, asking ior greiler German mecoberstup in the Awmercaa 
rehy, mid the German press kept up a constant attack on al! 
bcucures oF Americanization, They were jsined hy Archbishop 
Michael Carrigan and bis guide and protector, Bishop Benard 
MeQuaid af Rachester, and by Hishop Richard Gilmour em his 
stiecessut Bishop Ignatias Tlarstinan af Cleveland. who oppsed 
Ireland iu the school question and in ce 


political atfaies. in 
Rome hese more conservative prelates had friends in Tr. Salvacore 
Iirandi, S.]., editar nf the Ciaifta Cattatien, Cireinat Cainillo Maz- 
alla, S.J. both of whotn had lived far some time in the Usted 
States, and in Cardinat F sty Salli, the firmer Apastate 
Delegate to the Lnited States, wlio hid auce Leen friendly to Tre- 
land $uy who had returucd tu Rome with feelings described ay 
unfriersdiy to the “prugre 


S"hishaps. A series of events hrought 
the two gronpis into cunflict in the last decade of the century, Two 
atlers uf the German groups iv this country were Fr. Juseph Poole 
and Fr, Joseph Schroeder. two German theciogians whon: Keane 
trad recruited [or the first iarulty of the Cathoke University. In 
1895 Pohle had anmouaced his resignation and his return ta Ger 
mauy in a letter accusing the University of American intuleriy 
and uf heretical ideas, Sehroedur cemmaimed Int certinued te vm 
cize the American bishops. 1a i896 the Holy Father, Pape Leo 
NUfL, sent a letter announcing that 


ccording to the citstom in 
txiyedl universities Keane's term as rectur af the Cathulic Cniver- 
sity shoul be terminated and a new rector appointed. Keane ac- 
cepted the letter with great hinuility and refused at first the afer 
af ap office of honor in Rome. But the enemies of Ireland and 
Feane begun to beast that the letter of the Pape was really a teen 
of criticism of the progressives, and there were numors that Tsetand 
wardd next he called upon te cesign his 


re, Sa persiswarey wits Lis 
rumor thac Cardinal Marian Raurpalla, the papal Secretary at 
State, was forced io deny that the Holy 


ather bad any intention 
ul asking for Ireland's resignation, 

Ty the meantime, two other departures of note took place irom 
the University. Abhé Gearge Peries, a cansin Jaw pirufessor clasely 
associated with Pahie and Schroeder in their opposition to Keane 
amt Ireland, had sent a threatening letter to Bishop Horstman aa 
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ihe epistnpal eoumitiee of the University should they dave ts make 
Jarges against hin, The hishops immediately demanded kis 
ceignation. Tie returned to France, where he furnished newspapers 
with accounts wafriendly te Archhishop Ereland and Keane, Sub- 
somently the bishnps demanded the resignation oi Ir, Schroeder. 
Hedlemarred anc obtained support for his cause in Rome, but the 
bisinps refused to change theit decision and he went bacik 
any where he was veceived with honor. 

During all this rime there was available i the bnokstares af this 
snumtry a biography of Fr. Tsiae Hecker. the founder of the Gis- 
gregation of St. Paul, or the Paulista, by Father Walter Elliot. 
CSP., published in 1891, Although it had the iiprimur ai 
Acshbishop Corrigan ane an introduction by Arehbishup Leland 
it received no ynusual attention in this coumyry. In France. how- 
ever, it had attracted the attention of Couns de Chabral, who had 
ef the country in 1867-68 an had met Pe. Hecker. Crunt de 
habrol had athnired yreatly hoth the new country and cae <aintly 
Pauist. He was delighted with the hiogruphy and suggested ta the 
yiMisher ]eCoffre that it he published in a translation which bs 
Friel, Me, de Gues Jal Clermany-Furrand, had prepared at 
request. The publisher agreed to examine the okimuzeript and 
sent it ta young clergyman consttor for the firm, Abbé Felsx 
Klein, for his epinion, That was in the early part of 1897. 

Klein liked the hook and suggested that the translation be im- 
prover, ssutie excessive verbiage be taken out aud some planes 
te replaced’ with phrases n:ore suitable for the French public, Te 
was ton busy at that time to make chese changes himself but wher 
tty publisher threatened to droge the hook. Chabrul and ML Paul 
Thureau-Dangin perstiaced him to undertake the task. The bovk 
veeled a preface, since Tretand’s introduction was tr Ameri- 
cai readers and Klein: prepared a preface nf about thi 


te Cer. 


y-five pages. 
In those pages he poised aut the salient character nt Hecker, bis 
spiritual doctrines and his new tessages fr the modern world. Tle 
compared Heeker to Lincoln, vet quoted praise for his spirituality 
fram Pius TX, Avelbishop Ireland aud Cardinal Newman. He 
compared Hecher’s journal to the Confessions of St. Augustine 
and the writings nf Ss, ‘Teresa. Further lee ealled tim a costar, a 
leader, in the new paths which the faithtul were culled to tread, 
Klein said TWecker's Americanism was ceally oot exclasively 
American. Hecker hed cerognized the tiew state of the fman mind 
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in the modern world and had found in his Catholicism the ansver 
to all these new higher propensities of tke human wand. Hecker 
hac found the modern solution in the submissian of the individual 
snout to the Holy Spirit, While warning the iaithful that there was 
no difference hetween the interius direction ai the Hoty Ghost and 
the external guidance tm the Church. Hecker stressed this indi. 
vidual guidance and liberty. He had praised the Angi-Saxoa 
adhereuce to interior virtues, He explained the defeats of Catholi- 
cism in southern Exrope by their adherence tu the defensive ways 
of the sixteenth century, Instead of the passive virtues of that 
Hefensive period there was need af active virtues. “Our age is not 
anlage of martyrdom, nor an age af hermits, ne a monastic age, .. 
Ons age lives in its busy marts, in countmg rooms, in watkshops, 
in hames, and in the varied relations that form human society, and 
it is ite these that sanctity is to he iutracuced.” “In Father Tecker," 
Klein said, “we have not merely a man uf our own time but a man 
of the future.” The preface was dated Tune 5, 1897, the vigil of 
Pentecost. Shortly after the appearance of the translation an essay 
he Count de Chabrol, “Un Prétre ameéricain, le Révérent Pere 
Hecker,” althongh already written before the publication, appeared 
in the Carrespoadent of May 25 und Tane 10, The hook sold 
quickly and hefnre fang a sccond edition was issued. Within a 
short time there had been seven editions of the French biography, 

The comments on the bock were generally frienlfy. Laudatory 
reviews appeared in the Journal des Débats and Temps. £ Univers 
and even German publications praised the bank. Then in Augus:, 
1897, during the Fourth Tnternational Congress of Catholic intet- 
lectuals at Fribourg, fram Aug. 16 to the 20ch. at the ninth session 
Monsignor Denis ©'Connelf spoke of Fr. Hecker. praising bim 
for his Americanism. Bishop Turinaz of Naney had been unable 
to hear the paper hut arriving later at the same session he preceeded 
to attack the character of Fr. Herker, charging that he was trying 
to intriduce Protestant ideas into the Church. Abhe Klein felt 
impelled then to defend Fr. Hecker and to point ont that the 
heresies charged against Hecker, particularly that he believee m 
the direct submission of the sonl to the Haly Ghost, did not een 
stitute the real meaning of Fr. Itecker's teaching. O'Connell's 
paper was intended to clear Hecker’s name irom certain false eo 
tions that had begun to be attached to him ty some reviewers of 
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the French bivgraphy. He distinguished two kinds of Amvcicanism, 
one which concerned political affairs, and in this O'Csunell praised 
the ideals of the Declaration of Trcependence and the Constitutivn, 
The nther was ecclesiastical, and concerning that Americarism 
('Cimnel! poinied out the liberty of the Church in the United 
States as compared to the enslavement of the Charch in countries 
where Church ant State were united. 

It so happened that there had been a cantroversy going on in 
Payee for sumetime cuncerning the proper relations ot the Church 
wihe French Reprblic. Pope Len XTUE in his letter to the French 
nshops, lr miliew des seflcitndes, in February, i892, had given 


auport to those wha favored greater co-npetation with the Re- 
yubiic. That same vear Archbishop Ireland, conmung directly from 
Pope Lea, nad spoked i Paris in June praising the growth of the 
Charch in democratic United States and erging greater co-vpera- 
tien by the Church with the spitit of the age. Thus the word 
“Snericanism' had already acquired a meaning unfriendly to the 
more canservative members uf the French hierarchy and clergy, 
ard # was not long heiore this group began a full scale attack on 
the hfe of Herker and the errors of Americanism. In the van of 
this attack was the ex-professor, Abbé Peries, writing tmder the 
name of St. Clement. and Abbé Charles Maignen. a priest of the 
Congregation of che Brothers of St. Vineent De Paul, whn had 
fimght the progressive French Catholics, especially Count De Mun. 
urder the name of Martel. The articles appeared in the conserva- 
ine journal, La Mérité Freucaise, in the spring of 1898. 

In the meantime, Abbé Klein lad heen told by his friend, ML. 
Mé-Lasrune, that Pere Coubé, $.J., would preach at the Church 
of Saint-Sulpice on Sanday. Noy, 7, 1897, una subject that would 
be nf interest. After speaking oi St. Charles Borromeo the speaker 
arscked four grips of persons who seemed to endanger she 
Church. They were: those American bishops who had participated 
in the Pactiament of Religions at Chicaga, those who had acrepter! 
“ne article of M. Beruncti¢re on the failure nf science, M. George 

londel, who advocated a new apnlogetics, and Fr. Hecker with 
sis Americanism, The follkuwing Sunday, Pére Gaisleau, § 1.. 
preached a similar attack in the Churrh of Saint-Cloikle, The 
vext Sunday, Nov. 21. another Jesuit attacked the same errors in 
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t 
H 
Sacré Coeur. The controversy began is oceapy space in religious 
periodicals in France. Belgium, Switzurland. and even Rome, 
When the series of artictes in Ja | trite had been completed they 
| were gathered into book form and published under the title, Le 
t 
7 


Pire Hecker est-if un Saint? The hook was divided inta four cam 
paigus. The first two included the Parliament of Retigners in Ou 
cago and the attempt by Alibé Charbonnel to have a second con- 
gress in Paris in 1900. Charbonnel teft the Charch when perttis- 
sion for this second congress was refused, proclaiming himself an 
“ Americanist.” The third campaign was the publication of the life 
of Hecker, The fourth campaign was entitled “Under the Walls 
of Rome.” The hook was based only partly on the biography of 
Hecker, Tt used Klein's preface, some other writings of Klein, a 
few passages from the writings of Trefiad, Keane and O'Connell, 
the writings of Charhonnel and added useful passages ftum the 
Freneh version of the biography, which this acquired a meaning at 
variance with rhe ideals of Fr. Hecker, Maignen was attacking the 
demucratic clergy. He accused them of proposisig a new apntogetics 
which would limit external submission to the Church, of advocating 
a dangerous tiheralism in dealing with non-Cathalics, ut proposing 
a complete separation of Church and State, of opposing the ptac- 
tice nf evangelical virtues and the vows of religious orders and of 
preferring the active virtues over the passive and natural virtues 
aver supernatural virtues, Failing to get an vnprisatur for his 
book from the Cardinat Archbishop of Paris. Maignen obtained it 
tym: the Master of the Sacred Palace, Pr. Athert T-epidi, O.P. 


Abhé Klein was taken ill at this time and consequently did one 
answer his critics aud, be telly us, when he began to recover his 
friends eutreated him norte hawer himself to the level af his at- 
tackers by making an answer. The controversy was getting sv 3 
tense that Cardinal Richard of Paris wrate to Klein asking him 
Hot te issue any new editions of the biography. Archbishop Keane 
and Cardinal Gibhons protested to Pope Lec NTIT the granting at 
the turprimatur to the book by the Master of the Sacred Palace but 
do aint seem to have effected too muwh, except with Cardinal Kam- 
polla, who was their iriend. The next move of the conservatives 
was 10 send the bingraphy to the Congrepation af the Index ta 
have it placed on the Index of Forbidden Hooks, 


Ti: the meantime the enmrreversy in France raged hotter and 
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hoter. Abbé Klein, in his autohiography, uetes chat ‘he wnrd 
Awericapian in the consertutive prceas began ti mean every kind 
of radical doctrine. The liberal press, such as the Correspondent, 
answered in Kind. In Belgium, Pere A. f, Delattze, §.]., published 
an attack entitled Cn Cathoficisa daéricain and finatly Fr. Usp. 
polite Martin, the Jeiuit Sitperiur General, published an attack im 
Efdes Religivisys un tuly 20, 1898. Abbé Klein notes that Fr, 
Martin was a Spaniard and ielt bitterly the effect of the Spantsh- 
American Wart. In Rome Fr. Salvatore Brandi, 5.f., pubtished 
Awerizanisua, ripesta oun iaeticute dell’ “Opinione” sul P. Hecker, 
in which he critinized Opinione and other liberal papers of Kone 
iy their favorable camments cn the life of Fr, Teeker. Maigner's 
hook was translated into English faut could uo: fod an American 
fiw to gnifilish ic, Tt was printed in England and offered for sate 
by Arthur Preuss of the Revie: of St. Louis, who had been a ccn- 
stant critic of Treland and the Arnuricatization programs. 

The centcuversy had become so bitrer that the TPoly Father 
sppainted a comin 
Twas 


ssion to study the matter, The commission was 
ded by Cardinals Satolli and Mazzella, who had been in Anseriva 
bin who were known to de unfriendly to the progressive group ot 
bishups. Brandi’s pamphlet hac indicated that a enndemnation of 
the ductrines could be expected. Soon similar word reached the 
United States, This news cate as 2 surprise to Archi 
fand, whe bad been assured of the contrary, and he | 
Rone, Cardinal Gibbons seat a cablegram to Kome protesting anv 
cauigenination, but the message arrived tov late. The Cardinals 
had given the Pope an untavurable report. The Holy Father tuek 
their seport undet consideratton and softened it sufficiently to indi- 
exe that the doctrines were wot attributed to any actual persons and 
issued it an Jan. 22, 1899, under the title, Peston benevolentian, 
Ramnotla wrote to Gibbons that his protest had arrived tev lite 
and that the Pope had heen forced to act to prevent a more serinus 
vision within the French Church, 

The letter indicated shat on the aecasion of the pubbcution af the 
French biography of Hecker certain doctrines liad arisen which the 
Huy Father thought should be condemned, The tain errer wax 
thet in the new age the Church should celax her former severity 
sad make approach to she Choreh easier, nuw that the Vatican 
Council had made the Church sectire by the cecree uf papal infat- 
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libifity. Based on this false premise certzin uther false doctrines 
were being proposed, suck ay, that external guidance of the Charch 
should be set aside for direct intervention af the Holy Ghost in this 
new age; that greater importance shoul) be given to natural vir- 
tes as better fitted for the protiecis nf the age: that. dividing vie- 
tues into active and passive, active virtues were needed in the new 
age; that the vows of religious were alien to the modern world; 
and, finally, that the Church must devise a new method for winning 
hack thuse umside the fold. The Holy Father did insist that he in 
no way wished to condemn the political theories, laws or customs af 
the United States. 

Abbé Kein immediately sulinuitted to Cardinal Richard. In his 
new acconnt Klein expresses the thought that his hasty submission 
made it appear that he felt guilty of the heresies, Actually, he felt 
that the charges were phantom hevesies raised up by the conserva- 
tive French clergy to offset the effect of American Catholic progress 
and the trend toward co-operation with the French Republic, Arch- 
bishop Ireland, although he later admitted that ke did not enjoy the 
trent of events, publicly thanked the Poly Father far the letter, 
saying that ut no time had he ever held the doctrmes condemned an 
the Apastalic letter. Keane wrote in a similar manner. Gibbons 
wrote that nn Catholic instrneted in his religion held the doctrines 
cundemned, but did tint gtve ‘tis letter tu the press. Abbé Klein 
published in bis autobicgrapiy a letter ceceived from Bishop 
Thomas O'Gorman of Sionx Falls in Marck, 1900, in which 
CYGorman savs that there were at that time fourteen other arch- 
bishops in the United States besides Treland. Three. Feehan af 
Chicago, Hennessy of Dubuque, and Bourgade of Santa Fe, dtd 
nat reply to the Pope's letter. Fon thanked the Pape for his solici- 
tude but did not indicate that the doctrine existed in the countss. 
They were Etter of Cincinnati, Chapelle nf New Orleans, Christie 
of Postlaul and Ryan of Philadelphia, ivan of Phitadelphia sad 
it could scarcely be found in the country. Four expressly demed 
that it existed in the country: Riordan nf San Francisen, Kain of 
Saint Lonis, Wilhams af Boston and Gibhons of Baltimore, Only 
two indicated that the doctrines existed in the country: Corrigan 
of New York and Katzer of Milwankee. The New York letter 
incicated that the heresies existed in germ: hut that ihe letter vould 
destray them. Although sent in the names of all the bishops of che 
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New York province, some of the suffragans denies! that they had 
signed it, The Archbishop of Milwaukee claimed that the detiai 
of the American hishops that the heresy existed among tient was a 

mstic dewal. The Cizilta Cattolica published only some vi 


these letters and subscribed to the theory of the Milwaukee 
archbishop. 


In this country at the next meeting of the archbistinps a moton 
was made by Archizshop Ireland to investigate che charges of the 
Mibvaukee pretate tit in the vate that followed the presiding vote 
of Carclinal Gihbons prevented any action. Archbishop Kater was 
ahent. [n France the attempt of the conservatives tn chum that 
the Pope bad roudenmned che denineratic tendencies of the day waz 
denied by Pope Lea NEU in a letter to Archbishop Servounet of 
Bourges, dated May 25, 1809, Klein does not curry the controversy 
hevond the condemnation. Archbishop Ireland returned to favor 
with the Holy See hut neither he nee Archbishop Corrigan ever 
L their omech desired cardinalates. Abbe Klein does rim give 
ttentinn to the American phase ot the enntraversy but he 
dues show quite well that the Furopean controversialists over 
Anericanisen were at war not over the Chatch in the United 
States lust actually aver the Church in western Eurape, 


Tromas T. McAvoy, CSC. 
Thy University of Notre Dame 


Natre Dame, Ind. 


Protectors oe tite Kostan Basiitcas 


As the Lateran Basilica Jas been taken under the special proveetivn 
cf the kings of France, and that uf Se. Taal’. 
the English monarchs for its 5 
Slenlifed for ceutnty 


ui to have wwied 


1ajor 
¥ 


Spain. 
visible ign of thus cenaectinn may still te seen in the richty- 
patelled and ornamented + {tis gilded, we are toll, with the siest 
geld drought fram America andl presented to Pepe Atexuuter VT hy 
Ferdinand andl tsahella. 

—Fr, Thurstan, S.b.. in The Holy Year of Jubilee (Westuninster, 
Macyland: The Newman Brees, (94), p. 205. 


ee Se eee ee re be cell 


ers 


cae cee se 


or? ae ae 


yee es ite 


2 
2 
q 
i 
5 
. 
y 
i. 
a 


